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24 February 2021 

 

Dear Commissioner Breton, 

  

In the digital age, space and space-based applications are of central importance for the entire 

European industry and its global competitiveness. They are key to future technologies such as 

autonomous driving, Internet of Things (IoT) and big data applications. Space is indispensable 

for the ability to judge and act in security and defence policies, for climate protection and sus-

tainability and many other policy areas.  

 

To strengthen European New Space industry and to guarantee a sound, innovative and competi-

tive industrial base in Europe as a whole, the European Union needs to consider the whole eco-

system of large system integrators (LSI), small and medium-sized enterprises (SME), suppliers 

and service providers through all streams and application areas. More attention in this respect is 

to be paid to the striving start-up sector which is supported by various European initiatives. Euro-

pean start-ups in the New Space environment are developing ground-breaking business models 

and highly innovative technologies like communication via laser, deorbiting drag sails for a clean 

space environment, micro-thrusters or even most modern micro satellite busses – all focussed 

clearly on commercial customer needs.  

 

It is essential for the EU to take these young companies much stronger into consideration and to 

use their innovative potential and market understanding to shape the European space policy and 

Europe´s digital and green future. This future is based upon open competition through awards and 

the on-following execution phase, making use of e.g. commercial-off-the-shelf (COTS) – 
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successfully proven in many US programmes. European start-ups, alone or in cooperation, could 

pose a viable, fast and cost-effective competition to the LSIs, benefiting the competitors themselves 

by keeping them engaged, but governments, taxpayers and end-users as well. Therefore, we advo-

cate for more openness and a level playing field for start-ups in the implementation of the EU 

space programme. Start-ups should get fair, equal and direct access to all programmes. While 

SME and start-ups are well involved in downstream activities surrounding Copernicus and 

Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS), their participation in procurements for system de-

ployment, maintenance and operations is hampered by unduly high requirements for financial 

and technical capacities, by the extremely high administrative burden of procurements under the 

EU Financial Regulation, and by the need for manpower and pre-investment to participate in 

larger scale procedures. 

 

Small satellites and constellations offer enormous potential for economy and society. Constella-

tions in Earth Observation and communications carry the potential to substantially complement our 

observational and bandwith capacity at fractional costs of traditional systems. In our view, also the 

start-up-driven and rapidly developing European microlaunchers can excellently complement the 

existing portfolio of European launch systems with Ariane and Vega in ensuring Europe´s inde-

pendent access to space. They allow a fast and flexible deployment of small satellites and con-

stellations, both for public and commercial customers. The European Payload Policy should take 

these market developments into account and the European Commission, the European Union 

Agency for the Space Programme (EUSPA), the European Space Agency (ESA) and member 

states should carefully consider in addition to the use of new and emerging European launchers 

also the promising New Space solutions mentioned above, in existing and future programmes, such 

as the initiative for a European space-based internet constellation. 

 

We would highly appreciate your support in these regards as well as the creation of clear oppor-

tunities for New Space companies – both established SME and start-ups. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Lorenzo Feruglio, PhD  Dr Joachim Lang 

Founder and CEO  CEO 

AIKO S.R.L.  BDI – Federation of German Industries 

 

 

 

 

Dr Max Gulde Dr Thomas Sinn 

CEO CEO and Founder 

ConstellR GmbH DcubeD – Deployables Cubed GmbH 

 

 

 

 

Matthias Spott Raycho Raychev 

Founder and CEO CEO and Founder 

eightyLEO Holding GmbH EnduroSat AD 
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Dmitriy Bogdanov David Henri 

CEO Cofounder and CEO 

EXOLAUNCH GmbH Exotrail SA 

 

 

 

 

Raphael Roettgen Kai Zimmermann 

Managing Director CEO 

E2MC AG GEPARD-Aerospace GmbH 

 

 

 

 

Ernst K. Pfeiffer Dr Mario Kobald 

Chairman CEO 

German SME (AKRK) HyImpulse Technologies GmbH 

 

 

 

 

Daniel Metzler Mark Rigolle 

CEO CEO 

Isar Aerospace Technologies GmbH KLEO Connect GmbH 

 

 

 

 

Sven Przywarra Daniel Bock 

Co-Founder and Co-CEO CEO and Co-Founder 

LiveEO GmbH Morpheus Space GmbH 

 

 

 
 

Bulent Altan Kristina Nikolaus 

CEO Managing Director 

Mynaric AG OKAPI:Orbits GmbH 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Grübler André Radloff 

CEO and Co-founder CEO 

Orbital Oracle Technologies GmbH Planetary Transportation Systems GmbH 
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Massimiliano Vitale Prof Dr Norbert Menke 

Managing Director CEO 

Planet Labs Germany GmbH S4 – Smart Small Satellite Systems GmbH 

 

 

 

 

Christian Williges Mark Kugel 

Founder Managing Director and COO 

The Golden Records UG yuri GmbH 

 

 

 

 

Prof Dr Klaus Schilling Stefan Wissuwa 

President CEO and Co-Founder 
Zentrum für Telematik GmbH 2BCOM Space GmbH 

 

 


